 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Heavenly Father’s Love
The Lord God Almighty, who is the creator of heaven and earth, is love (1 John 4:8). Love motivated God to give the best – His only begotten Son – to the world (John 3:16). He has loved every person in every generation. He loves all sinners, as well as all believers. Since we were all sinners at one point in our lives, we could have referred to Him as God, just as earlier generations did before the ministry of Jesus. However, Jesus came revealing God as the Father and showing the Father’s love. Through the crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus became the way for sinners to be reconciled to God and become a member of His family. After you accept Jesus as your savior, the Lord God Almighty becomes your Father. He may be considered as God to the world, but He is known as Father to His children. It is the great love of the Father that creates children rather than servants.

1 John 3:1a (New American Standard Bible)

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. 
This study examines the Heavenly Father’s love for His children. It describes how you can know the Father loves you, how you can receive His love and how you can effectively share His love with others.

Knowing the Father Loves You
Your Father could love you without your being aware of His love. This discussion should help you really know that the Father loves you. The Father loved you when you were a sinner, and He continues to love you when you accept Jesus as your savior and become His child. The Father’s love is unconditional love, which means you cannot do anything to earn His love or to lose it. A description of the Father’s love is provided in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. Briefly, the Father’s love

· is patient and kind (verse 4);

· is not jealous, arrogant, self-seeking or record-keeping (verse 4-5).; and

· is always believing, hoping, enduring, and effective (verse 6-8).

You know the Father loves you, because you love Jesus and believe that He came from the Father (John 16:27). Because you love Jesus and keep His commandments, the Father loves you (John 14:21). Because you love Jesus and keep His words, the Father loves you (John 14:23). Now you should know that the Father loves you regardless of your situation.

The depth of the Father’s love for you is evident by the fact that He loves you in the same way that He loves Jesus. The Father has always loved Jesus with a great love (John 17:24). Just as the Father knew and loved Jesus before forming the world, He knew and loved you before forming the world (Romans 8:29). You have been in His heart since before time began. The Father loves each child as much as He loves Jesus.

John 17:22-23 (New American Standard Bible)

22 The glory which You [Father] have given Me [Jesus] I have given to them [all believers], that they may be one, just as We are one; 

23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.
The Father does not favor one child above another nor does He show partiality towards any child (Acts 10:34). He loves all of His children the same. He loves you just as much as He loves every other child.

Receiving the Father’s Love
You could know about the Father’s love for you without receiving His love. It is important to receive the Father’s love. This section explains what could hinder your receiving His love and how you receive it.

Many things in the world block your receiving the Father’s love. The word of God specifies that pride and lust block your receiving the Father’s love.

1 John 2:15-16 (New American Standard Bible)

15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 
The lust of the flesh is evident in the cries of the flesh for the things in the world (e.g. cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, sex, power, and success). The lust of the eye is evident in all that the world offers (e.g. fame, power, money, faster cars, bigger homes, the latest gadgets and new mates). The pride of life is evident when a person is convinced that he can get all that he wants and get it now on his own intelligence, great looks and abilities without relying on God.

In addition to avoiding the hindrances, you have to be prepared to receive the love of the Father. First, you must have knowledge of His love. This study is aimed at increasing your knowledge of the Father’s love. Second, you must humble yourself and crucify your flesh in preparation for receiving the Father’s love.

John 10:17 (New American Standard Bible)

For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.
If you lay down your natural life to take up your spiritual life, you are able to receive the Father’s life and love (John 12:24).

While Jesus Christ qualifies you to receive the Father’s love, you receive the Father’s love through your relationship with the Father and the work of His Spirit. The Holy Spirit deposits the love of the Father in your heart (Romans 5:5). You receive the Father’s love by faith. In order to receive more of the Father’s love, spend more time with Him in fellowship, praise and prayer. Talk to Him and He will talk to you.

Sharing the Father’s Love with Others
It is the season for believers to demonstrate the Father’s love in their own lives and to share His love with others. In this fatherless generation, the spirit of fatherhood (as symbolized by the prophet Elijah) is needed to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers (Malachi 4:6). This same spirit of fatherhood, which was manifest in the ministry of John the Baptist (Matthew 17:10-13), will be poured out in its fullness in the last days to restore and prepare the body of Christ for its intended purpose.

You can demonstrate the Father’s love to others only to the extent to which it has been deposited in you. As evidence of your receiving the Father’s love, you will be obedient to His commands (John 14:31). The Father’s commandment is to believe in Jesus and to love others.

1 John 3:23 (New American Standard Bible)

This is His [God's] commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.
The Father’s commandment of love is consistent with Jesus’ commandment of love. The commandment that Jesus gave is to love one another, as He loved us (John 15:12). Love empowers you to love as Jesus loved you. Love fulfills all of the law (Romans 13:8-10). You will not transgress against your neighbor (e.g. adultery, lie, cheat, and steal) if you love him/her.

Be led by the Holy Spirit where you go and what you do. Hear the cries of the hurting people (e.g. fatherless, homeless, oppressed, abused, sick, young, old, and hopeless) for they cry “Help me, help me, help me!” You can help them by showing them the Father’s love operating through you. It takes great care and love to help these people.

The Father’s love will draw you near to Him. As you are filled with the Father’s love, you will desire to fellowship with Him, praise Him and pray. You will want to intercede for the body of Christ. Intercession, which comes straight out of the Father’s love, pours out His love on the body of Christ.

If you love the world like the Father loves the world, you will give out the word of God (John 3:16). Those who are called into the ministry must be perfected in their love walk (1 John 2:5; 4:12). Those who are perfected in love are prepared to minister to hurting individuals. They are also prepared to minister in any congregation - rich or poor - and pour out the Father’s love. As they speak the oracles of God, the people will be hearing the Father’s voice which is full of love. Demonstrating the Father’s love will bring freedom and abundance to His children. 
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